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AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

trom May 40, till June 40, 1810. 

Since last Report, the weather tias been \ci> div, and extremely nnfsvonriMe 
to vegetation ; the partial latns that have lately feiileu have been of coiisidcisbte 
use to the eiops in several districts where they fiil m any gicat quantuv, but in 
some pairs c( the country, there has been so little rain, that (he flax and cora 
crept look txtrcmely ill— the grass gicui d lias suft'red much by the drought, 
and some i>e(iple have been obliged to turn their cattle into the meadows for 
want of other susteiii^nce, the eftccis of which, they will severely fee! in the en- 
suing winter, but which might have lieen pieventcd by laying down a por'ion of 
^hcir land in clover and rye grass, whir'h w<'uld have furnished them with an 
ample and timely supply of gieer. food for their cattle. 

As it is now pretty evjrlent that tlie hay crops will be deficient, and the oats 
short, there is much reason to expect a scarcity of fodder, the farmers eught 
thereiore to be careful of their st;a>v in the eaily part of the winter, to prevent 
as much as possible the consequence ot the vtant ot it in spiing. 

In several parts ot the country, th* wheat crops are complained of as being 
thin, and sinall eared, the long continuance of dry weather immediately alter 
an exctedmg wet spring, bound up the soil, and prevented the roots of the wheat 
from icllering, or stooling as ii is generally - termed, and there is some rcasent 
for thinliing it will pot pro'e as productive a crop, as its appearance at an earlier 
part of the season gave grounds to expect ; there is however some variety of scnti- 
ni?nt onlhe subject oocasiontd by the diflererit prospects m diffisrent quarters of the 
country. 

A few weeks more will enable us to decide with greater certainty on the general 
probable result. 

COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

Bt late accounts from this United States of North America, we 6nd that the no«- 
intercourse act has been suspended by their legislature, except in the case of one of 
the belligerent powers rescinding their decrees, and then it is to be in force against 
the other. Thus for a'time their ports are once more open, but how long this case 
may continue is involved in that uncertainty, which by a series of mutual blunderi has 
latterly characterized our political relation^.witli that country. Jf the free inter- 
couise should continue, our merchants will eagerly avail themselves of an outlet 
for our manufactures, wfiich have latterly been accumulating in warehouses, both at 
home and abr!>jd, v/ith very small demand for them. The regular sales in linens 
have latterly been very small, and buyers have bten on the watch for what in Lon- 
don, are technically denominated jobs, when the sellers are forced to sell at whatever 
prices the market will afibrd. lu Ireland the cotton trade is in a state of the deepest 
depression, while in Great Britain it is in a state of greater activity, partly owing to 
their more close vicinity to the continent, aided by the large capitals of their mer- 
chants, by which the fabrics of cotton are forced into the continent of Europe, 
and even as report states; into the very city of Paris, notwithstanding the prohibiten 
TV decrees of Bonapartie, who is either unable to exclude tbem, or politicly winlcs at 
their admisraoh. Ahcither cause of the more favourable state ot the cotton manufac. 
»ure in England and Scotland, may also be r«ferred to their improved machinery, by 
which the cost of labour ii; abridged. It is asserted that many of their calicoes are 
ivrought jp dou}>le looms, and by this contrrvanpe the labour of the weaver is much 
mure productive. 

The depressed state of our trade is evinced by the general joy at 
the partial reconciliation with America: if we are permanently relieved 
from the heavy pressure brought on through the system of -c< mmercial hostility, the 
over-burthened sprifigs of trade, may be expected to resume in a degree some of their 
former elasticity, and enable us to hear for a time our enormous load of taxation, and 
the m my evils of otir paper currency. Thtie the day of reckoning may be delayed 
a. little longer, but sooner or later m our commercial apd political concerns a crisis 

may be expected, to which the prudent look forward, with anxiety and alarm. 

We have latterly been alarmed by private bankruptcies. What may be the distresses 
attendant on a national catastrophe.' Like a wasting expense, of an improvident in- 
dividual, there has been in our public expenditure, much prodigal expense, and 
thoughtless anticipation of future revenue. We know that to run profusely in debt 
is the ruin of individuals, and may we not anticipate « mnihr fatal result to puUi(; 
prodigality? 
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Jn London, laiverjJool, Dublin, LimeHck, and many of our eotfimercial town* a« 
well 85 in Belfast, f^lures have agitated the trading world; Like tlie overtlirow of 
the flimsy materials of a house of cards, according to the simile of Sir Philip Francis, 
or like to the flight buildings of a city, where one house prt)ps another, the crash has 
been extensive, and some hare fallen victims to the times, by faults not their own.— • 
But in comparison of the few brought down throug-h the errors of others, the ma- 
jority have fallen by their own imprudence and carelessness. In addition to the causes 
of insolvency noticed in our last report, the wild and extravagant "Spirit of specula- 
tion, and the facility given to this disposition by the system of paper currency, it 
may no<v be added as another cause, that few are willing to accommodate themselves 
to the increasing pressure of the tiroes and rigidly reduce their expenditure within 
their income. If this wise precaution i* not timely taken, an uneasy, agonizing ap« 
pearante of show may be kept up, and indepeodeoce, nay often honesty a^d strict 
integrity of principle may be sacrificed, before lOOse on the second fl<Jor, wiU 
brinjf'tticjr minds to remove to the third, and those of the third will consent to, ex- 
change their lodgings for the garret. Yet such is the present state arising from the 
weight of taxation, 4nd the interruptions of trade, all which evils are resolvable , into 
a long protracted, and destructive war, that necessity imperiously demands a redaction 
of expenses, piid in many bases by acting on a drminished and contracted scale, to avoid 
the evils of poverry. Among the evils incident to this state the Joss of a virtuout 
ilidependence is the most to be depreciated, and against which the man of honour, in 
the just acceptation of that often abused word, should by every honest means iii his 
power scrupulously guard himself and his family. 

To live within income, and thus to secure independence is our prime duty, and 
itatids high in the catalogue of moral virtues. Let income be large or small, every 
one should live within it. We should not then meet with so many venal states- 
man, and senators, desperately adventurous merchants, or overreaching tradesmen. 
The difllcutties of pinching circumstances arising from too great expences often 
drive statesmen to barter their votes and their consciences, to repair their impro- 
▼ideuce, merchants to overtrade unnaturally, to force profits, to equalize expen- 
diture. They also introduce all that petty warfare in our every day's intercdutse, 
" whose minute invasions vex the private scene," and through the various grada- 
tions of society justify the remark of Dr. Johnson, that although he found man- 
kind more benevolent, yet they were less just than he expected. Nothing contri- 
butes niore to a departure from the rule of strict and delicate justice, than an 
ifidulgence in living above our means. 

Some shameful and disgraceful instances of forgery have lately appeared in the 
town of belfast. In a commercial community this is a crime of great magnitude, 
and in our present situation, as to the extension of paper, the facilities and 
temptations to commit it are greatly multiplied. Such practices not being sus- 
pected, were less liable to be detetted in the first attempts. 

The Lagan Canal being now in the train to be improved by a company formed 
for that purpose, the many obstructious to an'eipeditioui conveyance by it, may 
probably be soon removed. Hitherto its benefits to the comitry hav<j not be^i 
as extensive, as a trading and populous district requires. 

On an application from the merchants of Belfast, they have been inform«d by the 
Board of Tirade, that licences would be granted to export b.irilU and potash to France, 
iit vessels which brought wheat from that country. They cannot avail themselves 
of this liberty in this countrv directly, as there has been no importation of grain 
wanting herefrom France, and it is said Bonaparte has lately refused licences to 
export wheat, unless part of the cargoes consists in wine and brandy. The en- 
tire system of licences is a severe check on trade, and is an eiTect arising ffomthe 
wretched plan of government interfering in the affairs of trade, by their Orders in 
Council. As licences are managed, they form a powerful engine in the' hands of 
government, to extend their influence among the trading interests, and in London, 
they are often, it is asserted, made subservient to the purpose of securing parlia- 
mentary support to the ministers 

A committee of the house of commons have been investigating the present state 
of the coinage and paper currency. They have given in a report which we have 
not yet seeh, but we understand, they in opposition to the vote and inclination of 
the minister, who was a member of it, have recommended that after the space of two 
years, the national banks should pay their notes under £S ia specie. Poes this report 
of the bullion committee alFord a glimpse of a return of gold ia our currency .' Or 
mar we not rather expect that even if such a return of guineas is practicable,. miai>> 
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terlal finesse will previously to the period proposed frustrate so salutary a measure ? 
It is supposed by many to be more than doubtful, that our national Canks have no 
fund of gold to answer the damaud such a restoration of specie payments would re- 
tjuire. 

Exchange in Belfast has been this month about 8 J- for bills on London, aild dis- 
count on bank-notes is now reduced to about 1^ per cent. 



-NATURALIST'S REPORT. 

J^rimi May 20, till June 20. 
IvET no presuming, impious railer tax 
Creative wisdom, as if aught was form'd 
In vain, or not for admirable ends. 

Thomson. 
Perhaps the strongest deviation from the genjral laws of nature, is exhibited by 
the common Cuckoo, which visits us every Spring, and staying but a few months re- 
tires, after its monotonous call has aroused our attention to the progress of the sea- 
son, and raised our many conjectures to unravel her mysterious and unnatural con- 
duct. To every country boy it is well known that the cuckoo attaches to herself 
immediately after her arrival an attendant, and a iiurse, but what is the cause of this 
attachment is yet unknown ; the tit lark, the wag-tail, and the hedge sparrow, are 
most commonly the birds over whom this apparent magic spell is thrown, and who like 
human hirelings attend to this foster child with an assiduity uninterrupted by cares 
for their own offspring ; that this is the constant conduct of our cuckoos has been 
ascertained to be fict, by numerous, and well authenticated observations, but whe- 
ther more young are reared by this propensity of cuckoos than if they pursued the 
vrays of other birds, or whether it is in order to allow the cuckoo to retire and propa- 
};ite the species in other regions, during the course of our Northern Summer, has not 
been ascertained ; certain it however is, that cuckoos are often to be found, even in 
the middle of Septembt r, but some naturalists say, that these are only the young birdi 
of the season, the old ones having retired immediately after laying. 
May 2 1 , Common Buck-bean (Mecyanthus trifoliata) flowering. 
23, Yellow Pontic Azalea (Azalea Pontica) flowering. 
25, Common Herrings (Clupea Harengus) now caught on our roast. 
So, Fine leaved Poeonv (Ptionia tenuifolia) Cluster Cherry (Prunus padus) 
purple Ijilac (Synnga Vulgaris) and bulbous meadow Crowfoot (Ranuu- 
culus bulbosus) flowering. Ragwort Moth (Phalana Jacobea) and Drop- 
wort Sphinx (.Sphinx Filipecdula) appearing. 
£7, Red Campion (Lychnis Dioica) Yellow Pimpernel (Lysimachia nemorum) 

and common Hawtnorn (Cratcegus Oxvacantha) flowering. 
S8, Crimson flowered Peony (Pceonia peregrioa) flowering. 
SO, Dwarf Sunflower (Cistus Helianthemum) and Hypericum Krutex (Spirtia 

Hypericifolia) floweririg. 
31, White Camr>ion (Lychnis Vespertinz) and Double White Narcissus (Nar- 
cissus Poeticu.s) flowering. 
June 1, Three edged Garlick (Allium triquetrum) flowering. 

2, Silver-weed (Potentiila Anserina) Rusty leaved Rose bay (Rhododendron fer 
rugineum) Pontic Rosebay (Rhododendron Ponticum) Naked flowering up- 
right Honeysuckle (Azalea nudiflora) Yellow Poppy (Papavcr Cambricum) 
and Oriental Poppy (Papaver Orientale) flowering, 
g, Aconiteleaved Cranesbill (Geranium Aconitifolios) and entire leaved Poeo- 

ny /■Ptsonia Corralina) flowering, 
4, Wall Hawkweed (Hieracium Murorum) Maritime Catchfly (Silene Mari- 

tima) and Ladies finger (Anthyllis vulneraria) flowering. 
£, Mouse ear Hawkweed (Hieracium Pilosella) Water Cresses (Sisymbrium 
Nasturtium) Flags (Iris Psoudo Acorus) and Male Orchis (Orchis mascula) 
flowering. 
7, Water Violet (Hottonia Palustris) in full flower. Irish Rose (Rosa Hi- 
bernica) Dark red thornless rose /'Rosa pendulinay Laburnum fCjtUus 
Laburhumy Common Purple Lilac ('Syringa Vulgaris, var.J Persian Lilac 
/"Syringa Persicay flowering. 
10, Fox glovea c'Digitalis purpurea^ and Marsh Orchis /'Orchis latifolia^ flow- 
ering. ■ . 

14, Striped barked broom ^Spartum striatum,; and yellow Rattle /Rhiaanthui 
Crista Galliy flowering. 

15, Bolb bearing Lily CLilivim Eulbiferuro; flowering. 



